Application No. 09/803,898 

Reply to Office Action of October 20, 2004 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-66 (Cancelled). 

Claim 67 (Original): An infomiation providing system including a first information 
providing apparatus, an information processing apparatus, and a second information 
providing apparatus, 

said first information providing apparatus comprising: 

first reception control means for controlling the reception, from said information 
processing apparatus, user identification data for identifying a user of said information 
processing apparatus and a request for purchasing a content; 

first transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for 
purchasing said content the transmission of said request for purchasing said content to said 
second information providing apparatus; 

second reception control means for controlling the reception, from said second 
information providing apparatus, device identification information for identifying said second 
information providing apparatus and usage conditions of said content; 

storage control means for controlling the storing of said device identification 
information and said usage conditions in correspondence with said user identification data; 
and 

second transmission control means for controlling in response to a request from said 
information processing apparatus the transmission, to said information processing apparatus, 
said device identification information and said usage conditions stored in correspondence 
with said user identification data; 
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said information processing apparatus comprising: 

third reception control means for controlling the reception of said device 
identification information and said usage conditions; 

third transmission control means for controlling, when reproduction of said content is 
requested, the transmission of the request for said content to said second information 
providing apparatus on the basis of said device identification information and said usage 
conditions; and 

fourth reception control means for controlling the reception of said content from said 
second information providing apparatus; and 

said second information providing apparatus comprising: 

fifth reception control means for controlling the reception of said request for 
purchasing said content from said first information providing apparatus; 

fourth transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for 
purchasing said content the transmission of said device identification information and said 
usage conditions to said first information providing apparatus; 

sixth reception control means for controlling the reception of a request for said 
content from said information processing apparatus; and 

fifth transmission control means for controlling in response to said request for said 
content the transmission of said content to said information processing apparatus. 

Claim 68 (Currently Amended): An information providing apparatus for a system 
that also includes an information processing apparatus and another information providing 
apparatus comprising: 

transmission control means for controlling tfe€Ha_transmission of a content to the 
another information providing apparatus in response to a request for purchasing content from 
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g_thefiFst information processing apparatus connoct e d with a second information processing 
apparatus ; 

reception control means for controlling, when said content has previously been 
transmitted to the information providing apparatus , the reception, sent from said s e cond 
another information providing procesGinK apparatus, of information for identifying a 
transmission destination and usage condition of said content said first information processing 
apparatus ; and 

storage control means for controllin g a storage - of the transmission destination and 
usage conditions the storing of said information of said fir s t information processing apparatus 
in correspondence with identification for identifying said content transmitted to said first 
information processing apparatus , wherein 

said transmission control means also for transmitting said information for identifying 
the transmission destination and usage condition to said infonnation processing apparatus, 
and 

said reception control means for receiving from said infonnation processing apparatus 
user identification data for identifying a user of said infonnation processing apparatus . 

Claim 69 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 68, 
wherein said transmission control means controls the transmission of said content as checking 
out of said content and said reception control means controls the reception of said 
information for identifying a destination to which said content is checked out. 

Claim 70 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 68, wherein said transmission control m e ans controls tho transmission of said content 
to s aid infonnation proc e ssing apparatus and said reception control means controls the 



4 



Application No. 09/803,898 

Reply to Office Action of October 20, 2004 

reception of said information for identifying said transmission destination as a device 
identification of said content indicative of said infomiation procosGing apparatus . 

Claim 71 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 68, 
wherein said transmission control means controls the transmission of said content as checking 
out of said content and said reception control means controls the reception of said 
information for identifying said destination to which said content is checked out. 

Claim 72 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 68, wherein said transmission control means controls the transmission of said content 
to a storage medium detachably loaded in said information providin g procesGinR apparatus 
and said reception control means controls the reception of said information for identifying the 
transmission destination of said content, said information being indicative of said storage 
medium. 

Claim 73 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 72, 
wherein said transmission control means controls the transmission of said content as checking 
out of said content and said reception control means controls the reception of said 
information for identifying a check-out destination of said content, said information being 
indicative of said storage medium. 

Claim 74 (Currently Amended): An information providing method comprising: 
receiving at a first information providing apparatus from an infomiation processing 

apparatus, user identification data for identifying a user of said information processing 

apparatus and a request for purchasing a content; 
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controlling in response to said request for purchasing said content the ti-ansmission of 
said request for purchasing said content to a second infonxiation providing apparatus: 

controlling the reception, from said second information providing apparatus, device 
identification infonnation for identifying said second information providing apparatus and 
usage conditions of said content; 

storing of said device identification information and said usage conditions in 
correspondence with said user identification data; 

controUing the transmission to said infonnation processing apparatus of said device 
identification information and said usage conditions stored in con^espondence with said user 
identification data; 

receiving the device identification information and said usage conditions at said 
information processing apparatus; 

controlling, when reproduction of said content is requested, the transmission of the 
request for said content to said second information providing apparatus on the basis of said 
device identification information and said usage conditions; 

controUing the reception of said content from said second information providing 
apparatus; 

controlling the reception at said second information providing apparatus of said 
request for purchasing said content ftom said first information providing apparatus; 

transmitting said device identification information and said usage conditions to said 
first infonnation providing apparatus; 

receiving at said second information providing apparatus a request for said content 
from said infonnation processing apparatus; and 

controlling in response to said req uest for said content the transmission of said content 
to said infonnation processing apparatus. controlling th e tranGmiGsion of a cont e nt in r e spons e 
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to a request froiTi an a first infonmtation proc e ssing apparatus conn o cted with a s e cond 
information processing apparatus; 

controlling, wh e n said cont e nt has b e en transmitted, th e r e ception, s e nt fiom said 
s e cond infonnation proc e ssing apparatu s , of infomiation for identifying a transmission 
destination of said content said first information processing apparatus; and 

controlling th e storing of said information of said first information proc ess ing 
apparatus in corr e spond e nce with identification for identifidng said content transmitted to 
said first infonnation processing apparatus. 

Claim 75 (Currently Amended): A program storage medium storing a computer- 
readable program that implements steps comprising: 

receiving at a first infonnation providing apparatus fi-om an information processing 
apparatus, user identification data for identifying a user of said infonnation processing 
apparatus and a request for purchasing a content; 

controlling in response to said request for purchasing said content the transmission of 
said request for purchasing said content to a second infomiation providing apparatus; 

controlling the reception, fi-om said second infomiation providing apparatus, device 
identification information for identifying said second information providing apparatus and 
usage conditions of said content; 

storing of said device identification infonnation and said usage conditions in 
correspondence with said user identification data; 

controUing the transmission to said infomiation processing apparatus of said device 
identification information and said usage conditions stored in correspondence with said user 
identification data; 
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receiving the device identification information and said usage conditions at said 
information processing apparatus; 

conlrollinR, when reproduction of said content is requested, the transmission of the 
request for said content to said second infonnation providing apparatus on the basis of said 
device identification infonnation and said usage conditions; 

controlling the reception of said content from said second information providing 
apparatus; 

controlling the reception at said second infonnation providing apparatus of said 
request for purchasing said content from said first infonnation providing apparatus; 

transmitting said device identification infonnation and said usage conditions to said 
first information providing apparatus; 

receiving at said second information providing apparatus a request for said content 
from said infomiation processing apparatus; and 

controlling in response to said request for said content the transmission of said content 
to said infonnation processing apparatus x ontroUing th e transmiGGion of a content in response 
to a reque s t from an a first infonnation processing apparatus connected with a second 
information processing apparatus; 

controlling, wh e n said cont e nt has be e n transmitt e d, th e reception, sent fi'om said 
second infonnation processing apparatus, of informafion for identifying a transmission 
d o stination of said content said first information processing apparatus; and 

controlling the storing of said infonnation of said first information proc e sGing 
apparatus in conespondenc e with data id e ntification for identifying said content transmitt e d 
to said first infonnation processing apparatus. 

Claim 76 (Cancelled). 
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Claim 77 (Currently Amended): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

first transmission control means for controlling the transmission of a request for a 
purchasing content to an -a first information providing apparatus via ise cond infonnation 
prnrgir . r.inrr nppnrntnr, connectod with said information processing apparatus , said first 
transmission control means also for transmitting a request for said content based on a device 
identification and usage condition to a second information providing apparatus ; 

reception control means for controlling the reception of said device identification and 
usage condition from said first information providing apparatus and controlling reception of 
content via said- the second information processing providing apparatus: and 

second transmission control means for controlling, the transmission, to said first 
information providing apparatus, of identification for identifying said information processing 
apparatus when said content has been received via said second information proceGsing 
providing apparatus , wherein 

said first information providing apparatus being configured to send said content to 
said second information providing apparatus after said information processing apparatus 
receives said device identification and said usage condition . 

Claim 78 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 77, said second transmission control means includes means for transmitting the 
transmlGgion of said information for identifying said transmission destination of said content, 
said information being indicative of said information processing apparatus. 

Claim 79 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 78, wherein said second transmission control means includes means for transmitting 
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controls the ti-ansini ssion of said information for identifying said transmission destination of 
said content as a check-out destination of said content, said information being indicative of 
said information processing apparatus. 

Claim 80 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 77, wherein said second transmission control means includes means for 
transmitting controls the transmission of said information for identifying a transmission 
destination of said content, said information being indicative of a detachably loaded storage 
medium. 

Claim 81 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 80, wherein said second transmission control means includes means for controllinR 
controls the transmission of said information for identifying a transmission destination of said 
content as a check-out destination of said content, said information being indicative of said 
detachably loaded storage medium. 

Claim 82 (Currently Amended): An information processing method comprising the 
steps of: 

controlling a transmission of a request for purchasing content to a first infomiation 
providing apparatus; 

transmitting a request for said content based on a device identification and usage 
condition to a second infomiation providing apparatus; 

controlling the reception of said device identification and usage condition from said 
first infonnation providing apparatus and controlling reception of content via the second 
infonnation providing apparatus; 
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contxoliing the tiansinission to said first InFormation providing apparatus, of 
identification for identifying said infonnation processing apparatus when said content has 
been received via said second information providing apparatus: and 

sending said content to said second information providing apparatus after said 
information processing apparatus receives said device identification and usage 
condition. controlling th e tranGmiGsion of a r e qu e st for a content to an information providing 
apparatus via second information processing apparatus connected with said infomiation 
processing apparatu s ; 

controlling th e r e ception of said cont e nt via s aid s e cond information proceG s ing 
apparatus; and 

controlling, the tran s mission, to said information providing apparatus, of 
id e ntification information for identifying said iafomiation processing apparatus when said 
content has received via said second information processing apparatus. 

Claim 83 (Currently Amended): A program storage medium storing a computer- 
readable program comprising th e steps o f that performs steps comprising : 

controlling a transmission of a request for purchasing content to a first information 
providing apparatus; 

transmitting a request for said content based on a device identification and usage 
condition to a second information providing apparatus; 

controlling the reception of said device identification and usage condition from said 
first information providing apparatus and controlhng reception of content via the second 
information providing apparatus; 
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controlling the transmission to said first information providing apparatus, of 
identification for identifying said infomiation processing apparatus when said content has 
been received via said second information providing apparatus: and 

sending said content to said second infomiation providing apparatus after said 
information processing apparatus receives said device identification and usage 
condition c ontroUing th e transmiGGion of a r c quost for a cont e nt to an information providing 
apparatus via second information processing apparatus connected with said infomiation 
procoGsing apparatus; 

controlUng th e r e c e ption of s aid content via said s e cond information processing 
apparatus; and 

controlUng, the transmission, to said infomiation providing apparatus, of 
id e ntification for idontifiing said information proccGsing apparatus wh e n said cont e nt has 
received via said second infomiation proc e s s ing apparatu s. 

Claim 84 (Cancelled). 
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